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look forward to continued cooperation in
conserving biological diversity and in pro-
moting the sustainable use of its components.

The Convention will enter into force on
December 29, 1993. Prompt ratification will
demonstrate the United States commitment
to the conservation and sustainable use of bi-
ological diversity and will encourage other
countries to do likewise. Furthermore, in
light of the rapid entry into force of the Con-
vention, early ratification will best allow the
United States to fully represent its national
interest at the first Conference of the Parties.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to this Conven-
tion and give its advice and consent to ratifi-
cation, subject to the understandings de-
scribed in the accompanying report of the
Secretary of State.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 19, 1993.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Nomination for United States
District Court Judges
November 19, 1993

The President nominated eleven individ-
uals to be U.S. district court judges. They
are:

Fred Biery, Western District of Texas; W.
Royal Furgeson, Western District of Texas;
Orlando Garcia, Western District of Texas;
John Hannah, Eastern District of Texas; Janis
Graham Jack, Southern District of Texas;
Franklin D. Burgess, Western District of
Washington; Michael J. Davis, District of
Minnesota; Ancer Haggerty, District of Or-
egon; Michael A. Ponsor, District of Massa-
chusetts; Marjorie O. Rendell, Eastern Dis-
trict of Pennsylvania; and Lesley Brooks
Wells, Northern District of Ohio.

‘‘As the Senate completes its work for this
session, I am very pleased at the progress
we have made in filling judicial vacancies,’’
said the President. ‘‘We have nominated
more Federal judges by Thanksgiving than
any of my recent predecessors and have ap-
pointed judges who are marked by both their

excellence and commitment to public serv-
ice. I intend to continue on this course when
the Congress returns next year.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
November 20, 1993

Good morning. This week at a time when
many Americans are hurting from the strains
of the tough global economy, our country
chose courageously to compete and not to
retreat. With its vote Wednesday night for
the North American Free Trade Agreement,
the House of Representatives sent a message
to the world: Yes, the cold war is over, but
America’s leadership for prosperity, security,
and freedom continues.

The morning after the NAFTA vote I
came to Seattle to convene an historic meet-
ing of the leaders of the Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation forum. Passage of
NAFTA strengthened my hand with the
leaders of the Asian-Pacific economies as I
worked to make their markets as open to our
products and services as our market is to
theirs.

The only way to achieve lasting prosperity
and real economic security for our people
is for America to expand our exports by
reaching out to the world, not retreating from
it. In plain language, we’ve got to have more
customers for our products and services. But
after two decades when good paying jobs
have been lost and incomes of working peo-
ple have stagnated and Government has done
too little to prepare our people for the global
economy, it’s understandable that many mid-
dle class Americans are anxious about
change.

Three decades after the Presidency of
John F. Kennedy, we must again embrace
his vision of an America that seeks to open
markets abroad while investing in the skills
of our workers and the strength of our com-
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munities here at home. Our Nation has a sol-
emn obligation to our working men and
women to make sure that they share in the
opportunities that expanded trade will
produce. That’s why we’re investing in edu-
cation and training and technology, the com-
petitive edge for our working men and
women, and why we must do more.

That’s why I propose changing our unem-
ployment system into a reemployment sys-
tem so that our working people will have the
security of knowing they’ll always get the
training they need as economic conditions
change. You know, it used to be that when
people lost their job, they stayed unemployed
for a few weeks, and then they were called
back to the same old job. Now people are
unemployed for longer periods of time and
usually don’t get the same job back. That’s
why we’ve got to change this unemployment
system, and we must give people a lifetime
right to education and training.

It’s also why we’re fighting to provide
every American with the security of com-
prehensive health care benefits that can
never be taken away, so that they can face
the fact that even with changing jobs, they’ll
be able to survive and their family’s health
care will be taken care of.

Our efforts to invest in the strength and
skills of our people and to expand world trade
are part of a coordinated strategy to increase
American exports, create American jobs, and
raise American incomes. American workers
are the most productive, the best in the
world.

Given a fair chance and a level playing
field, we can outinnovate, outproduce, and
outcompete any people. That’s why I support
NAFTA. It reduces Mexican tariffs on our
products, which are currently 21⁄2 times high-
er than our tariffs on theirs. It eases Mexico’s
requirements that many of the products sold
there, particularly cars and trucks, must be
made there. These are some of the reasons
why in just 2 years NAFTA will create an
estimated 200,000 high-wage jobs for work-
ers here at home.

NAFTA is more than a trading block. It’s
a building block in our efforts to assert Amer-
ica’s global leadership on behalf of American
jobs and opportunity. This week in meetings
with the leaders from the Asian-Pacific area,

I’m striving to expand America’s access to
some of the largest and the fastest growing
markets in the world. The stakes are very
high. Asian economies have been growing at
3 times the rate of the established industri-
alized nations. Much of what Asia needs to
continue its growth are goods and services
in which our country has a strong competitive
position: aircraft, financial services, tele-
communications, and construction. Already
Asia is our largest trading partner, and our
exports to Asia account for 2.5 million Amer-
ican jobs.

Increasing our share of this market by just
1 percent would translate into some 300,000
new American jobs. And it’s my job to help
create more of those jobs for our working
men and women. That’s why I’m working to
put our economic relationship with Japan on
a more equitable basis and why I’m deter-
mined to see China eliminate many of its
trade barriers to our products and services,
as well as expressing our concern over human
rights and weapons sales.

Our progress this week is part of our ef-
forts for an even more important break-
through: a worldwide trade agreement by
year’s end that would open more markets for
American products and services in over 100
nations throughout the world. If we achieve
an agreement that meets our standards, the
benefits for the American people will be im-
mense. Over 10 years the agreement will cre-
ate hundreds of thousands of American jobs
and substantially increase the average fami-
ly’s income.

As we enter this season of hope, let us re-
member that we live at a historic moment.
Now that the cold war is over, we must do
what America did at the end of World War
II, invest in ourselves and lead the world to-
ward peace and prosperity. Just as we did
a half century ago, Americans can find com-
mon ground in supporting the common good.

When it comes to preparing our work
force for global competition and building an
American economy that exports our products
and not our jobs, we must all work together,
business and labor, Democrats and Repub-
licans, those who have supported NAFTA
and those who have opposed it.

Soon our families will be gathering to-
gether for Thanksgiving to offer our gratitude
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to God for life’s blessings. For all our difficul-
ties, we live in a moment of peace and prom-
ise that would have gladdened the hearts of
generations that came before us and justified
their faith in the future. The challenges we
face today, providing our people with the
skills and security they need to prevail in
peaceful competition with citizens all over
the world, is one our predecessors would
have longed to embrace. After this week, I’m
even more confident that we will embrace
that challenge, not evade it.

Thanks for listening, and a happy Thanks-
giving to you and your families.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:10 a.m.
on November 18 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on No-
vember 20.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters Following Discussions
with APEC Leaders in Seattle
November 20, 1993

The President. Good afternoon, ladies
and gentlemen. As we approach the end of
a week of APEC activities, we’ve just com-
pleted 3 hours of meetings among 14 APEC
economic leaders. It’s been a pleasure for me
and an honor for the United States to host
this week’s events and to convene this his-
toric meeting on this beautiful island.

The Asian-Pacific region will provide an
increasingly vital role for our Nation and the
world. The region is home to 40 percent of
the world’s people, includes the world’s fast-
est growing economies, and the leaders
standing here represent half the world’s eco-
nomic output.

This week’s events have been a success for
all the region’s peoples. We’ve laid a founda-
tion for regional efforts to create jobs, raise
incomes, expand business opportunities, and
foster regional harmony. This week we took
several tangible steps toward these goals.

On Monday and Tuesday over 1,500 busi-
ness people engaged in trade came together
to focus on the region’s potential to benefit
their bottom lines. Later in the week, our
ministers agreed to a package of market-
opening measures designed to help bring the
Uruguay round to the GATT to a successful

conclusion by December 15th. And the min-
isterial meeting agreed to develop an action
plan in the near future to reduce barriers
to business throughout our region, such as
differing product standards.

The capstone of this week’s activities has
been this first-ever leaders meeting. Our dis-
cussions this morning, which will continue
in the afternoon, give us a chance to become
better acquainted and to compare our visions
for our own nations and for our diverse and
dynamic region. By meeting and talking
we’ve been able to forge a stronger regional
identity and a stronger purpose. That pur-
pose is captured in the vision statement we
just released.

The statement sets forth our shared view
of a regional economy characterized by open-
ness, cooperation, dynamic growth, ex-
panded trade, improved transportation and
communications, and high-skilled, high-pay-
ing jobs. We’ve welcomed the challenge of
the eminent persons group to achieve free
trade in the Asian-Pacific region, advance
global trade liberalization, and launch con-
crete specific programs to move us toward
these long-term goals.

In our discussions last evening and today,
I’ve been struck by how many priorities we
share: strong, sustainable economic growth;
more open markets; better jobs, working
conditions, and living standards for our own
people; better education for our children and
our adults; and protection of the region’s
unique environment. Of course, we will not
always agree on how to achieve those goals.
But at least now, for the first time, our region
has a means to hold serious policy discussions
on such questions as how to remove trade
barriers or how to sustain robust growth.

If you ask me to summarize in a sentence
what we’ve agreed, it is this: We’ve agreed
that the Asian-Pacific region should be a
united one, not divided. We’ve agreed that
our economic policies should be opened, not
closed. We’ve agreed to begin to express that
conviction by doing everything we possibly
can to get a good GATT agreement by De-
cember 15th.

With today’s meeting, we’re helping the
Asian-Pacific to become a genuine commu-
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